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PHOTOGRAPHY MISSION STATEMENT:  The 
Photography Department promotes the advancement 
of photographic knowledge, both artistic and technical, 
across a broad spectrum of the field with an ongoing 
exchange of information and experiences.  It includes 
photographers, novice to advanced, amateur and 
professional, sponsors competitions and exhibitions to 
provided recognition for photographic accomplishment, 
and enhances public awareness of photography as an 
art form. 
 
 
 
PREMIUMS:  $1,350 
JUDGES:  tba 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Premium Checks* 

Premium checks will be mailed within one month after 
the close of the Montana State Fair. 

 

General Rules 

a.  All participants at Montana State Fair events are 
responsible for reading the General Information 
Section of this handbook and complying with 
policies listed therein. 

b. AGREEMENT TO ALL RULES AND REGULATIONS 
HEREIN STATED IS UNDERSTOOD WHEN THE 
EXHIBITOR SUBMITS THE ENTRY FORM. 

c. All entrants must complete a W9 form at time of 
entry to receive premiums. 

d. 9ŀŎƘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊ Ƴŀȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻƴŜ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎ 
for $25, which includes 10 adult admissions and/or 
a vehicle.  Youth 6-18 years may purchase a $20 
ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ мл ŀŘƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎτno 
vehicle.  State Fair will provide one free adult 
exhibitor pass for each $50 of entry fees paid by the 
entry due date (see schedule). 

e. All possible care will be exercised by State Fair in 
handling exhibits, but no responsibility for loss or 
damage in transit or during any phase of the exhibit 
will be assumed by State Fair.   

f. Entry forms are due with the exhibit. 
g. Mailed entry forms and/or entries should be sent 

to: Entry Office, Montana State Fair, 400 3rd St NW, 
Great Falls, MT 59404.  Entries to be returned by 
mail MUST have return postage included or they 
will be returned COLLECT.  

h. Entries which have received 1st, 2nd or 3rd place 
awards in previous State Fair photographic 
exhibitions will not be accepted in same division. 

i. The superintendent and/or judges reserve the right 
to reject any entry deemed unworthy or in bad 
taste, to shift any entry from one class to a more 
appropriate one, and to settle any disputes due to a 
situation not explicitly covered in the rules of entry.   
Prints or slides of nudes will not be accepted. 

j. PRINTS WILL BE HUNG AS SPACE ALLOWS. 
k. Pictures for display only will be accepted for Altered 

Reality. 
l. Judges are instructed to award prizes on individual 

merit.  Absence of competition will not be accepted 
as justification for awarding a high prize to a 
photograph of average or lower quality. 

m. Unless requested on entry form, entrant agrees to 
allow State Fair to copy images for presentation 
during Fair.  No other use of image is assumed 
unless obtained by written permission of entrant. 

 

 

 

2010 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
(All activities listed will be in the Fine Arts Building) 

July 19-22 
 9 am-5 pm Exhibits received, Entry Office 
Monday, July 26 
 7 pm Young people (all classes)  

judging and novice (black & 
white prints) judging 

Tuesday, July 27  
 3 pm Open juried show judging;  
  closed to public 
 7 pm Novice show (colored prints)  
  judging 
  Advanced show (black  & white,  

color prints) and novice and 
advanced show (slides) 

  Digital Show 
July 31-August 7  
 2 pm Computer workshop 
 4:30 pm & Daily slide & digital shows 
 7:30 pm  
Sunday, August 8 
 10 am-2 pm Entries released  
   
Every effort will be made to follow the above schedule, 
but due to unforeseen circumstances the schedule is 
subject to change. 

Minnie Hawthorne, Superintendent 
Phone:  406-771-8780  
E-mail: bifffy35@msn.com 



Special Awards 

 
BEST OF SHOW AWARDτNOVICE DIVISION 
Best Novice Black & White Print-$15 
Best Novice Color Print-$15 
Best Novice Slide-$15 
Best Novice Digital Image-$15 
Best Novice Digital Image Theme-$15 
 
BEST OF SHOW AWARD-ADVANCED DIVISION 
Best Advanced Black & White Print-$15 
Best Advanced Color Print-$15 
Best Advanced Slide-$15 
Best Advanced Digital Image-$15 
Best Advanced Digital Image Theme-$15 
 

EXHIBITOR TIP!   
Prints can be matted with stiff backing, 3/16 to 1/4 inch 
sheets.  Shrink wrap will be allowed but may have to be 
taped to hold picture up.  No hangers allowed.  Pictures 
that are too thick will not be hung.  ALL novice and 
advanced entries Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ƻƴ Ƴƻǳƴǘǎ мсέȄнлέΦ 

 

Divisions/Classes 

 
DIVISIONS: 
1 NOVICE 
This division is open to beginning photographers who 
are entering competition for the first time or past 
competitors that have not placed in competitions more 
than six times.  Categories in this Division include black 
and white prints, color prints, slides and digital. 
2 ADVANCED 
This division is open to advanced photographers and 
photographers that have placed in competitions more 
than six times.  Categories in this Division include black 
and white prints, color prints, slides and digital. 
3   OPEN JURIED SHOW 
This division is open to any photographer that feels his 
work is competitive at an advanced level.  Categories in 
this Division are limited to black and white prints and 
color prints. 
4   YOUTH 
This division is open to all photographers 18 years and 
under.  Categories in this Division are limited to black 
and white prints and color prints. 
5   ALTERED REALITY 
This division is open to Novice or Advanced 
photographers who wish to display or sell their work. 
 
DIVISION 1 & 2 CATEGORIES : 
Prints: Black and White or Color  

 
REGULATIONS: 
1. ALL ENTRIES MUST BE AFFIXED TO CARDBOARD OR 

FOAMCORE MOUNTS 16 X 20 INCHES IN SIZE 
(standard salon size).  Overlay mats are permitted, 
but entry thickness should be 3/16 to 1/4 inch 
overall. 

2. Frames or glass will NOT be accepted. 
3. Print size must be at least 8 x 10 inches, but no 

more than 16 x 20 inches.  BEFORE and AFTER-must 
be at least two prints/maximum of three prints.  
AFTER picture must be at least 8 x 10 inches.  
BEFORE picture may be 4 x 6 or 5 x 7 inches.  All 
pictures must be matted into one 16 x 20 inch mat. 

4. Exhibitors may enter no more than 10 prints in any 
category or division.  Prints may be displayed in 
either vertical or horizontal position. 

5. The original image must be made by the entrant.  
Entries must originate as photographs (image-
captures of objects via light sensitivity), made by 
the entrant on photographic emulsion or acquired 
digitally. 

6. Exhibitors have the option of making their own 
prints or having them made by a photo finishing 
service. 

7. The name and address of the exhibitor, title of the 
print, and class code in which print is to be entered 
will be placed on the back of each print and on 
entry form. 

8. Do not put any type of hanger on back of work. 
9. All Photography General Rules apply to this division. 
 
Color Slides 
REGULATIONS: 
1. A maximum of 9 slides may be submitted by each 

exhibitor per division. 
2. All slide entries must have been exposed by the 

exhibitor. 
3. Slide size should be 2 x 2 inches (mounted size). 
4. Slides may be submitted in standard mounts of 

either glass or cardboard.  Mounts that are too thick 
to be accepted by a standard projector will be 
rejected. 

5. The name and address of the exhibitor, title of the 
slide, and class code in which the slide is to be 
entered will be placed on the slide and on entry 
form. 

6. Each Slide should be spotted in the lower left-hand 
corner as determined by hand holding the slide for 
viewing. 

7. Slides will be copied to CD so can be shown.  If 
ŘƻƴΩǘΩ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜƳ ŎƻǇƛŜŘΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿΦ 

 



 
Digital Imaging 
REGULATIONS: 
1. A maximum of 9 images may be entered by each 

exhibitor. 
2. All images must have been exposed by the 

exhibitor. 
3. Image Size Horizontal Compositionτhorizontal 

dimension must not be greater than 1024 pixels; 
vertical dimension must not be greater than 768 
pixels 

4. Image Size Vertical Compositionτset height to 768 
pixels or smaller; width will automatically adjust to 
correct proportion. 

5. Images must be saved as jpg files under 350kb. 
6. Put category and title on each picture file. Example: 

PH-2-ор ƧǇƎ ά9ƭƪέΦ  !ƭǎƻ Ǉǳǘ ǎŀƳŜ ƻƴ entry form. 
7. Name and address of the exhibitor must be affixed 

to the CD. 
 
Digital Imaging Theme Competition 
THEME:  RED BARNS 
REGULATIONS: 
1. Four (4) images will be judged as one entry. 
2. Image Size Horizontal Compositionτhorizontal 

dimension must not be greater than 1024 pixels; 
vertical dimension must not be greater than 768 
pixels 

3. Image Size Vertical Compositionτset height to 768 
pixels or smaller; width will automatically adjust to 
correct proportion. 

4. Images must be saved as jpg files under 350kb. 
5. Name and address of the exhibitor must be affixed 

to the CD. 
 
 
CLASS DESCRIPTIONS: 
PEOPLEτThe main subject to be a person or groups of 
people. 
SCENESτA view, landscape, seascape, etc. 
WILDLIFEτThe main subject to be wild animals, birds, 
insects, etc. in their natural habitat.  The handiwork of 
man should be avoided. 
NATUREτThe main subject to be wild flowers, plants, 
fungi, clouds, rock formations, etc.  The handiwork of 
man should be avoided. (Handiwork of man is defined 
as roads, buildings, domesticated plants and animals, 
etc.) 
HISTORYτSubjects illustrating heritage, such as 
appropriate scenes, old buildings, other architectural 
forms, etc. 

SPECIAL EFFECTSτMultiple exposures, multiple images, 
infrared, bas-relief, montages, blurred motion, 
computer enhanced, etc. 
DOMESTICATEDτAnimals, pets, and cultivated flowers. 
ACTIONτTo depict movement by stopping action, 
blurring background with sharp subject, or blurred 
subject with sharp background. 
BEFORE AND AFTERτImages may be altered, either 
electronically or otherwise, by the maker and artwork 
or computer graphics created by the entrant may be 
incorporated if the photographic content predominates. 
ANY OTHER PHOTOτSubjects not falling in above 
categories, to include still lifes, fireworks, architectural 
forms, etc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DIVISION 1:  NOVICE 
DIVISION 2:  ADVANCED 
ENTRY FEE:  $2.25 per category, plus $.50 per print, 
slide, image or theme 
PREMIUMS:  1st-$12; 2nd-$8; 3rd-$5 
 
BLACK AND WHITE PRINTS 
 PH-___-1 Black and white people print 
 PH-___-2 Black and white scene print 
 PH-___-3 Black and white wildlife print 
 PH-___-4 Black and white nature print 
 PH-___-5 Black and white history print 
 PH-___-6 Black and white special effects print 
 PH-___-7 Black and white domesticated print 
 PH-___-8 Black and white action print 
 PH-___-9 Black and white before and after print 
 PH-___ -10 Black and white anything else print 
 
COLOR PRINTS 
 PH-___-12 Color people print 
 PH-___-13 Color scene print 
 PH-___-14 Color wildlife print 
 PH-___-15 Color nature print 
 PH-___-16 Color history print 
 PH-___-17 Color special effects print 
 PH-___-18 Color domesticated print 
 PH-___-19 Color action print 
 PH-___-20 Color before and after print 
 PH-___-21 Color anything else print 
 

Sample Entry: 
CLASS CODE DESCRIPTION 
PH-_(1)_-12 bƻǾƛŎŜ /ƻƭƻǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǇǊƛƴǘ ά¢L¢[9έ 

(fill in division number in blank space) 



 
COLOR SLIDES 
 PH-___-23 People slide 
 PH-___-24 Scene slide 
 PH-___-25 Wildlife slide 
 PH-___-26 Nature slide 
 PH-___-27 History slide 
 PH-___-28 Special effects slide 
 PH-___-29 Domesticated slide 
 PH-___-30 Action slide 
 PH-___ -31 Anything else slide 
 
DIGITAL IMAGING 
 PH-___-33 People 
 PH-___-34 Scene 
 PH-___-35 Wildlife 
 PH-___-36 Nature  
 PH-___-37 History  
 PH-___-38 Special effects  
 PH-___-39 Domesticated  
 PH-___-40 Action  
 PH-___ -41 Anything else 
 
*NEW* DIGITAL IMAGING THEME COMPETITION 
 PH-___-42 Red Barn 
 
DIVISION 3:  OPEN JURIED SHOW 
REGULATIONS: 
1. NO LIMIT ON NUMBER OF ENTRIES an exhibitor 

may enter in this division. 
2. Prints may be color or black and white of any 

subject using any photographic technique. 
3. Exhibitors have the option of making their own 

prints or having them made by a photo finishing 
service. 

4. The name and address of the exhibitor, title of the 
print, and class code in which the print is to be 
entered will be placed on the back of each print and 
on entry form.  No title, name of maker, taped-over 
name, award ribbons, or seals may appear on the 
front of the entry.  Titles which are an integral part 
of the entry are acceptable. 

5. All prints must be mounted on cardboard, foam 
board, or sintra.  Overlay mats are permitted.  Prints 
may be any shape, and a minimum of 80 square 
inches up to the full 320 square inches.  Pictures 
may be matted to shape, maximum thickness ¼ inch 
for backing. 

6. To prevent damage to other entries, no foreign 
material may be added to the surface of the print 
other than standard retouching materials. 

7. Competent and qualified jurors are selected by the 
State Fair Photography Department and charged 

with the responsibility of selecting pieces they feel 
will contribute to a well rounded quality show. 

8. The jurors will select the cash award winners from 
the pieces selected for the show.  The decisions will 
reflect the taste and educational background of the 
jurors.   

9. Works not selected by the jurors become ineligible 
and WILL NOT be displayed in the show.  Entries 
juried out will be stored in the Entry Office for 
pickup during fair week. 

10. All Photography General Rules apply to this division. 
 
ENTRY FEE:  $2.75 per print 
PREMIUMS:  Premium is 75% of all entry fees in this 
division.  The premium will be divided one-half for 
ƧǳǊƻǊǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜ tǊƛƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ-half for 
ƧǳǊƻǊǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǊ tǊƛƴǘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƧǳǊƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŀ 
State Fair plaque for each of these winners. 
 PH-3-46 Black and white print 
 PH-3-47  Color print 
 
DIVISION 4:  YOUTH SHOW 
REGULATIONS: 
1. This division may be entered by photographers 18 

years of age and younger. 
2. Exhibitors may enter both black and white and/or 

color print classes with no more than five prints in 
each class.  Any subject matter is eligible. 

3. Each print must be made from a black and white 
negative, a color transparency, a color negative or 
digital image exposed by the entrant. 

4. Exhibitors have the option of making their own 
prints or having them made by a photo finishing 
service. 

5. Print size must be at least 5x7 inches but no more 
than 16x20 inches. 

6. Prints may be displayed in either vertical or 
horizontal position. 

7. Mounts used must be of flexible cardboard of any 
size up to 16x20 inches, thickness 3/16 to 1/4 inch.  
Frames or glass will not be accepted.  Unmounted 
prints are more easily damaged. 

8. The name and address of the exhibitor, title of the 
print, and class code in which the print is to be 
entered will be placed on the back of each print and 
on entry form.  

9. Young people may enter the Open Novice Division, 
but must have a separate entry, and follow the 
rules listed in Division 1. 

10. All Photography General Rules apply to this division. 
 
ENTRY FEE:  none 
PREMIUMS:  1st-$10; 2nd-$7; 3rd-$5 



 PH-4-48 Black and white printτgeneral or  
  unspecified subject matter 
 PH-4-49  Color printτgeneral or unspecified  
  subject matter 
 
DIVISION 5:  ALTERED REALITY 
Open to Novice or Advanced photographers who wish 
to display or sell their work.  Images may be altered, 
either electronically or otherwise, by the maker.  
Artwork and/or computer graphics may be used to 
create the image but photography must still 
predominate. 
REGULATIONS: 
1. Limited to one entry either black and white or color. 
2. Maximum size with frame is 16 x 20 inches. 
3. Must have wire hanger. 
ENTRY FEE: $3.25 
PREMIUMS: none 
 PH-5-50 Display Photo 
 



General Information 

 
ADMISSIONS 
1. !Řǳƭǘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊǎ Ƴŀȅ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀƴ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊΩǎ tŀǎǎ 

for $25, good for 10 admissions and/or a vehicle for 
Fair week. 

2. Youth exhibitors may purchase an ExhibitoǊΩǎ tŀǎǎ 
for $20, good for 10 admissionsτno vehicle. 

3. Single Gate Admission: 
 $2 discount coupon available in advance from day 

sponsors (list at montanastatefair.com) 
 Adults .................................. $7 
 Seniors 60+ ......................... $5 
 Teens 13-18 ........................ $4 
 Youth 6-12 .......................... $2 
 Kids 5 & under ................ FREE 
 M-F Lunch 11-2 ................... $4 
 (no discounts)  
 

VEHICLE PARKING 
Single vehicle daily .................... $5 
Family Fun Pass ....................... $40 
(10 punch pass, for admissions or parking) 

A,B,C Exhibitor Hangtags......... $20 
 

JOURNALISTS/PRESS 
Members of the working press are most cordially 
invited to attend Montana State Fair.  Press badges are 
required; contact Kim Lander (406-727-8900) PRIOR TO 
JULY 15 for issuance.  Presentation of verifying 
identification at gate will permit admission.  All press 
must report to the Administration Office upon arrival.  
 

CAMPING, PARKING, TRAFFIC 
Campsite permits are issued with first choice to full 
week paid requests, and then on a first come basis to 
space available.  Submit request with $50 deposit to: 
Montana State Fair/Campsite Request, 400 3rd St. NW, 
Great Falls, MT, 59404, or call 406-727-8900.  These 
spaces are limited and need to be reserved well in 
advance. 
1. Weekly RV rates are: 
 No hook-up ...................... $100 
 Electric .............................. $150 
 Full .................................... $200 
 Livestock Exhibitors Only (1/2 week): 
 No hook-up ........................ $65 
 Electric ................................ $85 
2. Three types of overnight camping are available, 

except during Fair week: 
a) Full Service Campground: $30/night with sewer, 

water & electrical hook-ups 

b) Partial Service Campground: $25/night, electrical 
hook-ups only 

c) No Service Campground: $20/night, self-
contained trailers with no hook-ups 

Stickers will be assigned to each parking type 
reserved.  These stickers must be prominently 
displayed on trailer or motor home at all times.  
Trailers or motor homes without stickers are subject 
to towing. 

3. No unauthorized plug-ins or camper plug-ins to the 
barns or buildings are permitted. 

4. /ŀƳǇƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ мрΩȄплΩΦ  LŦ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ 
needed another spot must be rented.  The towing 
vehicle is allowed parking on the designated camper 
space only.  Parking of vehicles anywhere other than 
the assigned space is prohibited and violating 
ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƻǿŜŘ ŀǘ ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΦ 

5. All campground users must keep their space litter 
free and in a sanitary condition.  Rowdiness, 
profanity or vandalism will not be tolerated.  Fair 
management reserves the right to dismiss any 
offender immediately for reasons satisfactory to 
itself, without refund.  

6. All vehicles operated on the grounds must have an 
official permit unless parked in General Admission 
Parking.  All vehicles must be operated safely, 
quietly, and obey all traffic and parking regulations.  
Speed limit for all vehicles on the grounds is 15 mph.  
Vehicles violating parking rules will be towed at 
ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜΦ  5ǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜǎ 
committing moving violations are subject to fine and 
dismissal from the grounds. 

7. Small motor vehicles such as motorcycles, 3 or 4 
wheelers, etc. are not allowed on the grounds 
without express written consent from Fair manager. 
Will at all times strictly obey all traffic regulations 
and be operated safely and quietly.  Fair manager 
reserves the right to refuse or revoke this privilege to 
any or all such vehicles. 

 

FACILITY POLICY 
1. All exhibit buildings, barns and the Four Seasons 

Arena are SMOKE FREE. 
2. NO DOGS WILL BE ALLOWED. 
3. Under no circumstances will any person or firm be 

allowed to place any advertising matter upon 
buildings, trees, or any place on the grounds, nor will 
it be permitted to distribute any advertising or sell 
articles outside the space assigned.  No political 
advertising, petition solicitors, subscription or sheet 
writers.   

4. Compliments, complaints or recommendations: 
Management welcomes all to attend Montana State 



Fair and welcomes your comments.  Visitors are 
requested to report any inhospitality expressed from 
an employee, exhibitor, vendor or concessionaire.  
Comments may be filed at the Administration 
Building and are best served if done promptly before 
the Fair ends.  Your comments on events, displays 
and activities enable us to make positive changes 
and to improve Montana State Fair. 

 

LIABILITY & INTERPRETATIONS 
1. Montana State Fair, Cascade County, or employees, 

agents or board members thereof will assume no 
liability for injury, loss or damages sustained by 
person, property or livestock of any exhibitor, 
concessionaire or spectator.  Every animal and article 
upon the grounds shall be under the control of Fair 
Management.  Nor will the above-listed be 
responsible for the loss or damage of any article on 
route to or from the Fair; after or before it is at the 
Fair; nor will it be held responsible for the safe 
return of any eȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŘǳŜ ŎŀǊŜ 
and caution will be exercised to prevent all loss or 
damage. 

2. Montana State Fair Management reserves the right 
to interpret all rules and regulations and to 
arbitrarily settle and determine all matters, 
questions and differences in regard thereto, arising 
out of and not covered by them. 

3. Any person who violates any published rule in each 
department will forfeit all privileges and premiums 
and may be subject to penalty as ordered by the 
Montana State Fair Advisory Board. 

4. In the event of conflict between General Rules and 
Department Rules & Regulations, the latter will 
govern, subject to interpretation by management. 

 

MAIL FACILITIES 
Exhibitors and others may have their mail and/or entry 
forms and entries addressed to Montana State Fair, 400 
3rd St. NW, Great Falls, MT 59404.  Emergency messages 
may be delivered by contacting the Emergency Dispatch 
фммΣ {ƘŜǊƛŦŦΩǎ 5ƛǎǇŀǘŎƘ ŀǘ плс-454-6848, Great Falls City 
Police at 406-771-1180 or Administration Office at 406-
727-8900. 
 

EXHIBIT DEPARTMENT ENTRIES 
General RulesτStatic & Livestock 
1. Livestock exhibitors will need to purchase admission 

passes.  See Admissions section.  Exhibitors in static 
departments may purchase admission passes if 
desired. 

2. Exhibitor parking areas will be provided.  Parking of 
vehicles, trailers, and campers to be in the respective 

designated areas only.  See rules in CAMPING, 
PARKING, TRAFFIC section.  No unauthorized plug-ins 
or camper plug-ins to the barns is permitted.  
Permits are required.  Purchase permits at the 
Administration Office. 

3. All applications for entries will be made on 
appropriate entry forms.  Entry forms can be 
downloaded at the website: montanastatefair.com.  
Request additional forms by phone at 406-727-8900 
or at the Administration Office.  No entries will be 
accepted by phone.  Entries will not be considered 
complete until all applicable fees have been paid. 

4. Consult Department schedules for entry form 
deadlines.  Pre-entry will facilitate exhibition and is 
required in most static and ALL LIVESTOCK 
departments.  Late entries may be accepted at the 
discretion of management on a case by case basis.  
Late fees may be imposed. 

5. Any entry, which may have been inadvertently or 
erroneously entered in the wrong class or division, 
may at the discretion of the Department 
Superintendent or Judge be transferred to the 
appropriate class prior to judging. 

6. Where there is no listed classification for an entry, 
an article may be entered for display purposes only.  
However, no premium will be paid to articles so 
marked. 

7. Management reserves the right to reject unworthy 
entries of any nature by refusing them exhibit 
space. 

8. Any entry offered or exposed for sale during the 
Fair must be entered and exhibited in its respective 
class. 

9. Should an individual enter either an animal or 
article in the name other than that of the bonafide 
owner, or attempt to perpetrate a fraud by 
misrepresentation of any fact, the entry thus made 
must be removed from exhibition and all fees paid 
will be forfeited. 

10. Exhibitors will cooperate at all times to conduct the 
best possible Fair.  Unsportsmanlike conduct will 
not be tolerated and the offending exhibitor will 
forfeit all fees paid or premiums due and may be 
immediately dismissed from the grounds. 

11. Articles to be exhibited may be mailed to the 
Administration Office.  Entry forms must be 
completely filled out and enclosed with the article.  
All transportation charges must be pre-paid; 
otherwise, the exhibit will be refused.  If articles are 
to be returned by parcel post or UPS, include 
complete instructions and stamps, cash or check 
made payable to Montana State Fair to cover all 
costs of transportation and insurance as requested.  



A statement as to the value of the articles packaged 
will be helpful.   

12. Montana State Fair offers special contests.  
Participants must comply with specific rules stated 
per contest. 

 
Judging (all departments) 
1. Every effort is expended to provide competent 

judges.  No exhibitor or spectator will be allowed to 
interfere with a judge in the performance of his/her 
duties.   

2. Exhibitors must arrange for the prompt showing of 
ŀƭƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΦ  !ǘ ǘƘŜ ƧǳŘƎŜΩǎ 
discretion, any exhibitor not present promptly when 
called may be disqualified. 

3. Judges should not award a prize to an unworthy 
exhibit.  Premiums may not be awarded to 
undeserving exhibits whether there is competition 
or not. 

4. Objection to any person serving as a judge must be 
submitted to Fair Management in writing prior to 
his making an award; giving good and sufficient 
reason therefore, and upon which Management 
shall have the full power to act.  See Protests. 

5. The decision of the judge shall be final and no 
appeal will be considered except in cases of formal 
protest. 

 
Protests (all departments) 
All formal protests must be submitted in writing, be 
signed, and be accompanied by $50 cash or certified 
check (refundable if protest is sustained).  The protest 
must plainly state the cause of the complaint or appeal 
and must be delivered to the Superintendent 
immediately after the occasion for the protest.  A 
protest pertaining to eligibility is most suitable when 
submitted prior to judging.  Judging procedures will not 
be interrupted for protest investigation.  Depending on 
the basis of the protest, interested parties may be 
notified and given the opportunity to submit evidence.  
A decision may be withheld until a complete 
investigation can be made.  No complaint or appeal that 
a judge overlooked an entry will be considered. 
 
Premiums (all departments) 
1. All entrants must complete a W9 form at time of 

entry to receive premiums. 
2. Premium checks for most departments will be 

available during the Fair at the State Fair Bank 
located on the Midway.  Please check with the 
Superintendent of the individual departments on 
dates of availability. Premium checks not presented 

for payment within 90 days from date of issuance 
will be canceled from payment. 

3. Fair Management does not guarantee the payment 
of Special Premiums offered in the premium list by 
merchants and/or private parties.  These special 
prizes are secured by Fair Management with a 
promissory note signed by the donor and are 
accepted by Management in good faith and must be 
contested for under these conditions. 

4. No animal shall compete for or receive more than 
one premium except in champion classes, group 
classes or performance classes. 

5. Where there is but one exhibitor with more than 
one entry in a single class, premiums will be paid to 
first place only. 

 
Refund Policy (all departments) 
1. Classes canceled by Fair Management will be 

refunded. 
2. Should an exhibitor need to cancel, fees may be 

refunded if: 
a. The exhibitor notified Management of the need 

to cancel at least 48 hours before the exhibit is 
to be in place or stalled. 

b. The exhibitor provides a signed medical or 
veterinary excuse within 10 days of the Fair. 

3. Refunds will be determined by Management, on a 
case by case basis, after reviewing appropriate 
documentation. 

4. Refunds for overpayment of fees will be made as 
expediently as possible after the Fair.  No refunds 
will be made for amounts of $5 or less. 

 

SUPERINTENDENTS 
Job Description Pre-Fair: 
1. Each superintendent will have charge of the 

department assigned, subject to the direction of the 
General Manager.  Superintendents shall meet with 
the General Manager when requested to do so. 

2. Each superintendent will edit and revise their 
ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 9ȄƘƛōƛǘƻǊΩǎ IŀƴŘōƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ 
submit these revisions to Montana State Fair by 
January 15 of fair year. 

3. Each Superintendent will submit ribbon and trophy 
requests, supply office requests and supply work 
requests involving Maintenance by deadlines listed 
at the Superintendent meetings. 
 

Job Description During Fair: 
4. Superintendents will have charge of stall or display 

spaces within that department.  Exhibit display and 
arrangement of stalls and spaces may be done only 
with consent and supervision of Superintendent. 



5. Superintendent is responsible for setting schedules 
within the department for employees and 
volunteers greeting the public and protecting the 
exhibits. 

6. Superintendent and their staff will organize exhibits 
for judging. 

7. It shall be the duty of each superintendent to 
inform judges of regulations governing awards, 
urging them to carefully read prior to judging. 

8. It is the responsibility of the Superintendent to 
ensure that judge worksheets are accurate and 
contain all required information.  Completed 
worksheets must be signed by judge and 
Superintendent (or designee) during or immediately 
after judging. 

9. Original judge worksheets must be returned to the 
Entry Office ASAP following judging. 

10. It is understood that Superintendents may not 
submit entries to the department which they lead. 
 

Job Description Post-Fair 
11. Superintendents will return unused supplies and 

their ribbon inventories to the Entry Office. 
12. Superintendents will oversee the removal of 

exhibits that were not picked up from their 
Department to the Entry Office.  Every effort should 
be made to contact the exhibitors involved for them 
to pick up their items. 

13. Every Superintendent shall submit a written 
statement of their work, including budget 
considerations, physical improvements, and 
recommendations for the betterment of the 
Department and the Fair 



     GENERAL  

  ENTRY FORM  

Montana State Fair 

400 3rd St. NW 

Great Falls, MT 59404 

ph: 406-727-8900  fx: 406-452-8955 

 

 

 This entry form is for all departments except Culinary, 4-H, Fine Arts, Livestock, Junior Livestock, Ponies, Mini Horses, Poultry,           

    Pigeons & Rabbits. 

 Consult your Exhibitorôs Handbook for entry closing date and exhibit arrival time. 

 Make all entries on this form, only one entry per line. 

 Use separate forms for entries in different departments. 

 Additional forms are available at the State Fair Office. 

Attention:   Please state number of years exhibited at Montana State Fair __________. 

Please check applicable box: 

Ã Home Club Demo ______________________________     Ã Youth --- Age: _______ 
 

Class Code Entry Fee Description 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

I do hereby acknowledge that I have read the rules and regulations in the Exhibitorôs Handbook and that I understand and 

agree with the provisions stated therein. 

Exhibitorôs Signature ___________________________  Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________ 

Exhibitorôs Name (printed)____________________________________ Phone #_______________________ 

Address (Street/PO Box)____________________________________________________________________ 

City, State_________________________   Zip Code __________  Social Security Number______________

(Office use only) 

 

Exhibitor No. _______________  

Receipt No. ________________  

Check No. ________________ 

Amt. Pd.__________________    

 



Must fill out and sign with entry.  

(not needed if turned in with other entry in 2009 or 2010 ) 

 
 


